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A list of "principal sources utilized" in writing this volume is given 
in a prefatory note. The reviewer is surprised that William R. Shep- 
herd's History of Proprietary Government in Pennsylvania is not in- 
cluded in this list, 

Charles H. Lincoln 

Travel and Description, 1765-1865; Together with a List of County His- 
tories, Atlases, and Biographical Collections and a List of Ter- 
ritorial and State Laws. By Solon Justus Buck, University 
of Illinois. [Illinois Historical Collections, ix.] (Spring- 
field, Illinois: Illinois State Historical Library, 1914. 514 p.) 
This is an important, carefully prepared, and useful contribution to 
American bibliography. Similar collections of titles have been made 
for several other states and the American Historical Association has taken 
preliminary steps towards the preparation of a bibliography of Ameri- 
can travel. It is much to be hoped that the student of history may soon 
find for every state so useful a tool ready to his hand, as is the book 
under review. A very full index of nearly one hundred pages adds 
much to the value of the work. The plan for a centennial history of Il- 
linois led to an investigation of the existing printed sources of informa- 
tion and a "comprehensive bibliography of Illinois history" was begun. 
Three of the classes of books included in the investigation are catalogued 
by Mr. Buck. The collections of fourteen important libraries were 
searched and key letters indicate where each book listed may be found. 
The first and main portion is the most valuable. As the compiler well 
says : ' ' The output of books of travel has been enormous. Such books, 
having served their immediate purpose, usually pass into the discard 
for the time being, but years later historians of the countries about which 
they are written rescue them from oblivion and use them as aids in the 
work of reconstructing the past. ' ' They have an indispensable function 
in disclosing the "manners and customs of daily life." Books dealing 
with the Illinois country before 1765 have been reserved for inclusion in 
a bibliography of the French regime and the book closes with the end 
of the Civil War. Since that time, "this sort of material" truly, "is as 
a whole, of relatively less importance." The earlier traveler, journey- 
ing on horseback or in stage coach, saw the country in a much more 
interesting way, than the later one, who travels by express train and 
gives his readers descriptions only of large cities, or of places of an 
especial importance. The titles are arranged in chronological order, as 
far as is possible, and are fully annotated. Reprints and revised edi- 
tions are noted, a brief characterization of the traveler's narrative is 
given, and an interesting list of reviews of each book is subjoined, when 
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such notices have been discovered. In a comprehensive introduction, 
the chief works and their authors receive a brief discussion. The por- 
tion of the book devoted to works of travel covers 252 pages and lists 660 
distinct works. 

The second portion of the book contains 130 pages and lists 459 titles. 
Here the compiler has purposely limited his field, so as not to include the 
histories of municipalities, a limitation which is to be regretted. Most 
of the county histories listed are of the distinctly commercial type, 
"which finds its basis in human vanity, in the desire of the average 
middle class American to see his name in print and to be able to read 
in a book glowing accounts of himself, his family, and his neighbors, their 
virtues, and their achievements." Yet in these piles of chaff there is 
grain, which the historical student may thrash out and which he can 
find in no other place, and it is well to have a comprehensive list of such 
publications. The list is arranged by counties alphabetically and by 
date of publication under each county. Every county in the state has 
had at least one history and no one library contains more than one-half 
of the items listed ! The Illinois State Historical Library has the most 
representative collection, yet it lacks any history of one of the 102 coun- 
ties. A useful feature of the list is a note, following the name of each 
county, giving the dates of establishment and organization of the county 
and the area from which it was carved. There is very little annota- 
tion in this part of the book, but there is a carefully prepared introduc- 
tion, containing an interesting description of the interrelation of the his- 
tories prepared by various publishing houses and a discriminating state- 
ment as to the value of some of the books, especially those prepared by 
individuals. In this introduction, entitled the "Historiography of Il- 
linois Counties," the compiler is too disconsolate in saying "the field of 
local history in America is one which the trained historical scholar has 
not deigned to cultivate." Even in the Mississippi Valley, there have 
been some local histories prepared by such persons and, in the Atlantic 
states, there are a considerable number of such works. One is im- 
pressed, however, by the list here given of the largeness of this field, 
which is only very partially titled. The earliest history of an Illinois 
county to be published in book form is Haines's Historical and Statisti- 
cal Sketches of Lake County, which was published in 1852. Of the 
title page of this book a facsimile is given, as is also done for half a 
dozen other important books listed. The reading propensities of the 
people of the northern counties, who came from New England and New 
York, are shown in the fact that these counties have had many more 
histories published, than have those of the southern part of the state. 
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The third section comprises about 40 pages and lists 109 titles. It is 
carefully annotated and is of great value, especially because it contains a 
record, not only of session laws, but also of compilations of statutes, 
which ' ' official revisions are as much acts of the general assembly, as the 
ordinary session laws and, frequently, extensive changes in the Statutes 
are made by them." The earliest title listed in this section is the "Laws 
passed in the Territory of the United States, Northwest of the River 
Ohio" from 1788-1791 and the last is the "Laws of the State of Illinois 
enacted by the Forty Eighth General Assembly at the regular biennial 
session" of 1913. 

Bernard C. Steiner 

Proceedings of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin at its Sixty- 
first Annual Meeting Held October 22, and December 19, 1913. 
(Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1914. 238 
p. $1.00) 
Aside from the proceedings of the sixty-first annual meeting of the 
society and the reports of officers, including the last report of the late 
Dr. Thwaites, the present volume contains six historical papers. First 
comes an address by "Walter B. Douglas on the "Spanish Domination of 
Upper Louisiana," containing an excellent general view together with 
many interesting glimpses of life in St. Louis during the period covered. 
The author contradicts the statement so often made that "the Spanish 
officials were systematic depredators upon the Royal Treasury, ' ' declar- 
ing that all available evidence indicates that they were honest men. In 
conclusion, he finds that while the Spanish government in Upper Louis- 
iana had its weaknesses "it was dignified, it was just, and it was not 
oppressive. ' ' 

"The Telegraph in Wisconsin" by Ellis B. Usher contains an inter- 
esting account of the experiences of those who installed and first operated 
the telegraph in Wisconsin. Then follow some "Recollections of An- 
toine Grignon. ' ' The pioneer whose reminiscences are here printed was 
born at Prairie du Chien in 1828 while that place was still one of the 
important centers of the fur trade in the upper Mississippi Valley. He 
tells briefly of early Prairie du Chien, of the beginnings of Trempealeau, 
of the hardships of early mail-carriers, of various phases of the fur 
trade, of the Hudson's Bay Company, of early St. Paul, and of the 
manners and customs of the Indians living in the vicinity of Prairie du 
Chien. There is little that is new in these recollections, but they possess 
the interest which the reminiscences of those who lived in an earlier day 
always possess for the present generation. The contents of a paper on 
"The Influence of the Whites on Winnebago Culture" by Paul Radinj 



